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Introduction, aims

Important socio-economical and social changes have
been taking place in Czechia since 1990. Most of
them have had an impact on rural space, Its
Inhabitants, activities in the countryside and the
environment.

The aim of the presentation is to identify important
factors which played a crucial role in forming of
new functions and new identity (perception) of
Czech countryside in last 20 years.

As aresult we expect a delimitation of different
phases in development of the Czech countryside
from 1990 to this day. We would like to discuss key

factors, processes and actors in each phase. 2



Totalitarian period until 1989

1989: only 1,5% of arable land was owned and used by individual
farmers, ca 65% by COOPEs, ca 30% state farms, the rest share by army
and agrlcultural school farms

High amount of chemicals used in agriculture (240kg pure NPK/ha in
1988, herbicides, pesticides etc.);

Progress in mechanization, three generations of machines in 30 years,
most of machines were produced in Czechia or East Germany; creation
of the socialist agro-complex

Bad influence of agriculture on the environment (NPK in ground as in
surface water, application of huge plots unsuitable for most of the
landscape in Czechia, much higher water erosion, bad care for the field
way, ponds etc.);

Socialization deeply influenced rural society, there started deviding
responsibility (and in the result very weak), lost of control for the
environment;






Classification of changes in rural space

There are two different kinds of factors which have formed character
of the Czech countryside:

1. Outer (political and economical) factors

a) geopolitical and economical changes after the breakdown of
communist regime

b) changes in socio-geographical organization of the Czech society

Y Rural communities are not able to effectively influence this kind of
changes.

2. Inner factors (public administration, activities, human source s , &)

Y The changes are influenced by activities of particular actors in the
countryside

The factors are such as: agency of local governance, concentration of
the agri-production, abandoning of arable land, changes in
employment, activities of new farmers and new agro-complex, forming
of the new wilderness, etc.



Soclio-economical shift

Restitution = returning ownership to former owners and
their relatives (arable land, pastures, forests, buildings
or value of socialized private property in CZK)

Y opportunities for small business in service sector

Privatization = process of selling state ownership to
iIndividual owners, often with lower than market price

Y opportunities for new agri business

Transformation = adaptation of former communist
cooperatives to a new one coopks of owners in
different economic rules.

Creation of the new agro-complex: system of activities
joined with agriculture (industry, services, transport
etc.)



Agriculture

The phases in Czech agriculture
development:
(according to Bicik, Jancak 2004)

I Transformation 199071 1994

II. Differentiation (in size, spatial)
199571 2003

Ill. European 20041 2012

V. ??? After 2012 Y opening of the market
with agriculture land



Land use changes

There is not clear evidence of agriculture land,
significant differentiations between statistical
evidence and real situation

Broken ownership
Decrease of the arable land areas in two steps:

A built-up and grassland areas instead of arable in
lowlands In core regions

A grassland are replaced by forests in peripheral
regions especially in slopeness region and
higher altitude



Broken ownership

1 field, 24 plots, 59 owners i only 1 family from the village,
mainteined by Agri company i head office is 50 km far °




Changes in area of agricultural land
199071 2000 (1990 = 100%)

Source: LUCC Prague database
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