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Sustainable Land Use in Asia (SLUAS)

Science Council of Japan issued a proposal entitled ñTowards

SustainableCo-existenceof NatureandHumanon theLandandthe

CoastalSeaòin July 2008. SLUAS is partof theeffort to realizethe

proposalfocusingon theuseof land.

Sustainablelanduseis almostsynonymousto sustainablesocietyin

Asia. It is essentialfor the survival of Asia, if not thewholehuman

society,but appearsalmostunachievableif one looks at the many

difficult problemstheworld now faces. SLUAS, a newJSPS(Japan

Societyfor Promotionof Science)projectstartingin April 2009, is

oneof suchinitiatives.



Objectives and Nature of SLUAS

Theobjectivesof theprojectare

a) to show the desired picture of land use under the restrictive 

conditions of the age of global environmental crises and the way to it 

b) to provide the society with the insights that are useful for the 

solution of the global problems and with the atlases and other forms of 

information materials that are of use. 

It is a project of wholistic nature, emphasizing consolidation of global 

information base, promotion of integrative researchand improvement 

of related policy and educationdealing with Asia, with particular focus 

on Far-east Russia, India, China and Japan.



Major Activities of SLUAS

a) Historical information bases

b) Extensive field surveys

c) Symposia

d) Atlas publication

e) Outreach

f) Research



Fact-finding Comparative Surveys

Extensivefield surveyswill be carriedout in order to grasplong-

term (about a century, or period of modernizationand economic

development)land-usechanges,their mechanismsand the related

problems in Asia accurately. The surveys fully use the map

resources,satellite data and GPS. The project also constructs

geographicland-useinformationbasesbasedon both new andold

mapsand statisticsof variouskinds and the information collected

throughfield surveys,andanalysethem. Thesearecarriedout under

the frameworkof regionalcomparison,so thatbetterunderstanding

of suchlarge areaas Asia can be achievedand the environmental

problems,large-scalehazardsand food problemsrelatedwith land

usein Asia will behandledmoreproperlyandbetterproposalscan

bemadeto solvetheseproblems.








